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To my. worthy Friends, Inhabi- 
rants of the Town of Great 
Tarmouth, who frequent that 
Religious Aflembly I relate 
unto. 


Beloved in our Lord ! 

H E Defien of the following Sermon # to 
give the true Notion, ( tho” not a perfett 
Deſcription,) of a Religious Fatt. The 

frequent Return of theſe Days, 1 have fear'd ſhould 


6ccaſton our degenerating mto a Formal and meer Cu- 


ftomary Obſervance of the Externals of them. To 


prevent this, and more fully to explicate and preſs 
the Duty of a Faſt-day, n my thoughts were exercis'd 
rpon this Subjeft. nd when the Difcourſe bad 
ferv'd you mn this, it was laid up among its fellows ; 
tt b2ing no part of my intention, im ether the Com- 
poſmg or Preaching of it, that it ſhould be more pub- 
lick. And there it bad fill continued, if the joynt 

A 2 Requeſt 


- The Preface. 


Requeſt of ſeveral of you, had not oblig*d me to de- 
liver it into your hands, I queſtion not but it was 
a holy zeal for the Divine Truth inſiſted on, your re- 
gard to the praftice of Righteouſnels, your love of 
Mercy and defire to walk humbly with God, from 
Whence your importunity did proceed, accompany'd with * 
a hope that the ſame things might be promoted in 0- 
thers ; which is ſo good. an End, that if it may in: 
any meaſure be attained, 1 ſhall have no cauſe to Re- 
pent of my compliance with Jou mit.” The Lord grant 
it may be ſo, to whoſe blesfing for that purpoſe I now 
commit it.. And for you,my Heart's defire and Prayer. 


Ill of God : Walking 'in'all the Command- 
ments and Ordinances. of the Lord blamelels. . 


Lan 
Your Obliged and AﬀeRionate 
——_— Servant in the Goſpel. 
I6. 1692, 


7. H. 
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The right way of ſeeking God. 


Micah VI. 8. 


He hath ſhewed thee, oh man, what 15 gooa : and what 
doth the Lord require of thee, but todo juſtly, and to 
love Mercy and to walk, humbly with thy God > 


"Heſe words are the Prophet's anſwer to a ſollici- 
tous queſtion that the Jews did propound un- 
to him. To underſtand the deſign and pertinency of 
the Anſwer 'twill be needful we reflect upon the Que- 
fron, and alfothe occafron of it. dan: 1-7 
The Lord had a controverſie with his People, - and ſaid yer. +. 
that hewould plead with IſPael. And that that He 
charges them with,was their Ingratitude and unthank- 
fulneſs to Him for his many favoars and benefits be- 
ſtowed upon them: Two of which, as more /7gnal, 
He does particularly recount ; his delivering them 
from the Tyranny of Pharaoh in Egypt, and his defend- ver. 5. 
ing them from the Inchantments of Balaam in Moab. 
And having ſuch evidence to produce in his Cauſe, 
He might well change them, as He does, wer. 3. 0h 
my People, what have I done unto thee, and wherein have 
I wearted thee ? q. d. what have I commanded you, that | 
you ſhould count wy ſervice a Burden? or wherein 
can you fault my conduct and providence towards you ? 
have I been unmindful of you or wanting to do you 
good ? if Thave, comeforth and plead it, aid teftifie 
againſt me. But on the contrary does not the whole 
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of my proceedings with you teſtifie for me? Witneſs 
-what I did for you in Egypt, and what Tdid for yon 


-in the Wilderneſs: you had to this day been a Captive 


People, if I had not redeem'd you ; thad not I defend- 
ed you, the Devil and his Agents 'had prevail'd to 
{catter and break you in pieces. Remember, oh my Peo- 
ple theſe things, my ancient /oving kendneſs to your 
Fathers whoſe Mercies you inherit ; and have you any 
cauſe then to complain of my ſervice ? can you mend 
your ſelves by changing your Lord? oh houſe of 1/- 
rael, are not my ways equal ? are not your, ways .un- 
equal 2 | ver \ 
This charge was ſo home and demonſtrative that 
they -had nothing to reply, were conv/#ed- in their 
Conſcience, .and juſtite God : they; are made ſenſible 
that they had complain'd of Him without cauſe, that 
they . had. falſely accus'd his Providence, and by their 
unthankful and undutiful carriage towards God, had 


highly provok'd his Anger againſt them ; and now 


that that they are moſtgol/;c/tous about 1s, how they 
may have the Lord pac:zfy'd and reconcil'd to them. 

Hereupon they move the Prophet with this Queſtzon, 
Wherewithal ſhall I come before the Lord, and bow my ſelf 
before the high God ? The Lord, (as if they had ſaid ) 
we ſee, is Angry with us, as indeed hehas juſt cauſe 
to be, and we are afraid that his Judgments ſhould 
break forth upon us, as we have deſer'vd they ſhould; 
oh! What ſhall we do to avert them ? How ſhall we 
make our appearance before this 4/gþ God, or what 
ſhall we ſay unto him, or who ſhall drre& us what 
to do, that we may get the Lord to be at peace with 
us ? 

My Text contains an Anſwer to this queſtion, only 
before the Prophet comes to that, He. repreſents this 
People as ſuggeſting ſome methods ta themſelves which 

they 
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they thought might ſerve to attone the anger of God 
and to'procure his favour towards them. They 1n- 
quire whether a punctual obſervance of the outward 
Inſtitutions. of God's Worſhip might not avail to that 
end, and proffer to addreſs themſelves to him with 
burnt Offerings and Calves of a year old, as the Liw re- 
quir'd. And if more than the ordinary Sacriiices were 
neceſſary in their Caſe, they'll ſpare no coſt, but pro- 
teſs they were willing to do more than indeed it was 
either polſible or lawful for them to do. Thouſands 
of Rams they are ready to offer; would ten thouſand 
Rzvers of Oil ſuffice, could ſo many be procur'd, 
they would pour them all out before Him ; and 
whereas nothing could be dearer to them than their 
Children, and among(t them the firſt born, yet if God 
would accept of the death of a Child, they were will- 
ing to cauſe it to paſs through the fixe.. Provided that Jer: 32.35: 
they might retain their /ns, their injuſtice, unmerci- 
fulneſs and proud diſobedience to the commands of 
God, they will be as bountiful, expenſive and labo- 
r1ous 1n the. externals of Worſhi;pas God would have 
them to be. They will load his Altar. with their Sa- 
crifices, provided they may ſtill goon to load God 
with their /ns, they will devote all their ſubſtance to 
the Temple 1f they may beexcus'd thededicating thew- 
ſelves to God as a hiving and. holy Sacrifice, which is Rm+ 12.1, 
the true reaſonable ſervice. They will pour out thou- 
ſands of ſighs and prayers to God, Faſt as often as He 
will, confeſs ſin as much as He would have them, ſo 
that after they have confeſs'd it, they may be allowed 
to return to the practice of it; 

No, no the Prophet tells them, it ,is.not your of- 
ferings, your Rams, your Rzvers,. nor your Chilaren, 
that will ſerve this turn: Theſe things, tho' ſome 
of them be ſuch as God has appoznted, yet theſe alone 
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will not pleaſe God,there is ſomething eife God looks 
for from a- People that would humble themſelves 
aright before Him, and meet God -in his Worſhip 
with acceptation ; and if you 45% what that is > He 
hath ſhewed thee, O man, what u good, and what doth 
the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly and to love mer- 
cy and to walk humbly with thy God? q. d. you inquire 
how you may come before the Lord, how you may 
humble your felves in a right manner, ſo as that the 
anger of the Lord may be turned away from you, 
and you may -eſcape his zmpendent judgments. You 
ſeem - to be very deſirous to have the Lord ſtill to be 
your God, and that He would continue you to be 
his People , that He would ſtill go on to deliver 
and todefend you, as He has done in times paſt : 
then know that it 1s not ſacrifices only that Godjdefires, 
| but that which in. conjunction therewith He does 
principally and ultimately require, is, that you do 
Juftly, and love Mercy, and walk humbly with your 
God : theſe things are good and acceptable to God, 
and indiſpenſibly zncambent upon you, as the Lord 
has ſhewed them to be his mind and will concerning 
you ; And tho' there are other things that God does 
require, Which in their place and time are to be attend- 

to, yet nothing comparatively with theſe, as zo 
do juſtly, to love mercy and walk hunibly with thy 
God. 


In which words we have theſe two general parts. 


I. A tacit Repreheu/zon that the Prophet gives this 
People, reproving that fleſbly confidence they plac'd 
in the external duttes of God's worſhip, and much 
more in thoſe arbitrary ways of Devotian which were 
of their own devi/rng.. + 
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2. A politive Drre&4on that he lays before them 
how they might come before God in his own 2nſtz- 
tuted Worſhip with acceptation. And in that di- 
rec&tion there are three particulars confiderable. 1. A 
diſcovery of a Divine rule which we are to attend to 
in all our addreſles to God, and that is the Revela- 
tion God has made of his mind and will to us, he hath 
ſhewed thee,oh man. 2. A ſpecification of things that are 
conformable to that rule, and to be regarded by us, 
viz. Juſtice that is to bedone, Mercy that 1s to be lov- 
ed, and Humility that is to be expreſs'd in our walk- 
ing with God. * The laſt of which, walking humbly * 0»# on 
with God, compriſeth the whole of our Covenant * —_— 
Obedience, Gen. 17. 1. as the two former are emi- * 
nent. inſtances of 1t in particular. 3. A Rational ex- 
forcement of the forementioned duties by arguments : 
one taken from the goodneſs of the things, he hath 
ſhewed thee, oh man, what # good, another from the 
Will and Command of God concerning theſe things, 
aud what doth the Lord require of thee? Thele things 
are good, to do Juſtly, to love Mercy, and to walk 
humbly with God, and theſe are the things that God 
requires, 21d you muſt mind and attend unto, if you 
would fo appear before God inhis Worſhzp, as to have 
the Lord pacified to you, and his anger turned away 
from you. The whole of which may be thus ſumm'd 


up. 


Doct. That a People who would humble themſeloes 
aright before the Lord, would have the difference between 
Him and Them comprimifed, and would come before the 
Lord fo as tobe accepted with Him ; muſt not reſt 1n and 
take up with the external duties of God's Worſhip, but 
attend - unto thofe things in their pratlice that are expreſ- 1 


6 The right way of ſeeking God. 
froe of Real holineſs and Obedience to the will of God is 
what he commands and requires of them. 


Before I proceed to prove andiimprove this prope» 
{ition 1t will be needful to premiſe this in- the. firſt 
place, namely, that the an/irer that the Prophet in the 
text gives to this Peoples queſtion, and the conclu/7on 1 
have now formed from it, does not reſpect the way 
of Atonement or making fatisfaton to the Fuſtice of 
God for ſn. For as to that there is the ſame inſufk- 
ciency in the higheſt a&tsof Evangelical obedience as 
there is in the performing the duties of Divine wor- 
ſhip. 

The payment of one debt cannot diſcharge us of 
another : now we ſtand ingaged to Godin a twofold 
Debt ; 2 Debt of punsſhment, that is the conſequent 
of ſin, whereby we become obnoxious to the Curſe 

Rom, 6. 2.3. of the Law, the Wages of fin ts death : And a Debt of : 
Duty which is our obligation to the Precept of the 
Law, and the payment of the Debt of Duty cannot 
diſcharge us from the debt of fin. When we do our 
duty wedo but what we ought, and the doing what 
we ought cannot be a compenſation for the doing of 
what we ought not to have done. If we come ſhort 
in our duty that further zzcreaſes the Debt of fin, but 
tho' we perform our duty that does not /effen the for- 
mer debt. Wearedebters ſtill to the Fufi:ce of God, 
decauſe we have v:olated his holy Lai z the Santtron 
of which was, the Soul that ſins ſhall ate, andare ut- 
terly inſolvent or uncapable to pay this debt by the 
moſt exa& and continued obedience that we can. yield 

EDS... the commands. of it,. for by the works of the Law ſhall 
* 20 fleſh be juſtified. 

If therefore the Queſtion be in. what way is the 

juſtice of God: ſatisfied for f1n-? in what way and upon 
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what account is God reconcs/'d to Sinners ? What is 
the meritorious and procuring cauſe of the Grace and 
favour ofGod to aPerſon orPeople that have provoked 
his Anger againſt them by their fins? He hath ſhewed + 
thee , Oh Man, in his word, that it 1s notany Obedi- 
ence of thine, that thou doſt or canſt perform unto 
God, but the obedience, the ſufferings, the Righte- 
ouineſs of his own Son our Lord Redeemer,that is the 
onely meritorious procuring cauſe of God's being re- NR 
conciled to Sinners. He is the Surety of that better "7 *© 
Covenant that has paid the debt of ſin for us and in  _ 
our place ; that was made Sn for us by offering him- = " 
ſelf to God, and did appear to put away fin by the ſa- Heb. 9. 26. 
erifice of himſelf. 
But if the Queſtion be,what it is thatGod requires 
of man according to the terms of the new Govenant, 
that would have the benefit of Chr:/t's mediation, ſo 
as to have God a#ually reconcil'd to him, and the 
Anger of God turned away from him? He hath 
ſhewed thee, Oh man, that it is not ſome {light exter- 
nal devotion : An outſide faſting, or confelling of in, 
and humbling your ſelf for a dzy ; but that in con- 
jun&tion with a Serious and Hearty performance of 
theſe duties, you 4o juſtly, audLove mercy,and walk hum- 
bly with God. Our Prophet does ſuppoſe God's accep- 
tance of the atonement for {in made by our Lord Fe- 
-fus Chriſt, but lets them know that without a Perfor- 
mance of the neceſſary duties of the Goſpel, their 
claim to that atonement would be fruitleſs and in-. 
effectual.As there was ſomething that God required of 
Chriſt when He ſubſtituted himſelf in our Room to 
anſwer for our {ins which was his dying for us, fo 
there is ſomething that God Requires of us, if we 
would have the benefit of the death of Chriſt. The 
Goſpel does not make void, but eſtabliſh the Law in 
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its preceptive power. Chriffs dying for fin, and our 


doing the will of God do very well confiſt. For to 
this end He dyed, and roſe, and revived, that he might be 
the Lord both of the Dead and Living. That as he 
dyed for fin, ſo we ſhould die to {in ; and have com- 
munion with him in his r:/ng by our walking in new- 


xeſs of Life. That which God required of Ghri/t was 


obedience in a way of mer, that which God re- 
quires of 4s is obedience in a way of duty. Our obli- 
gation to obedience 1s not diffolved, but inforced and 
heightn'd by the mediatory Obedience of our Lord 
Teſas. To. do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk hum- 
bly with God ever were, and ever will be incumbent 
on the Reaſonable creatu re ; and are thoſe things that 
the Lord requires of them that would Seek him with 
acceptation and ſucceſs, 

This premis'd, I now proceed to confirm the truth 
of the Propoſition, and the proof of 1t will depend 
upon. ſhewing theſe two things; 1. The 2n/ufficriency 
that there is in a bare performance of | the duties of 
Religious Worſhip ſeparate from the duties of juſtice, 
mercy and humble walking with God, to procure the 
favour of God to a People. 2. The nece//ty that 
there is of ſuch a People's attending to the practice 
of thoſe things that are exprefiive of real holineſs and 
Obedience to God in conjunction with the duties of 
Gods worſhip, in order to that end. 

And firſt let vs conſider the znſufficiency that there 1s 
in a bare performance of the duties of Religious worſhip 
ſeparate from the duties of juſizce mercy, and humble 
walking with God, to procure the favour of God toa 
People, to comprimiſe the: difference between God 
and them, to pacifie his Anger and to avert his judg- 
ments, And becauſe this People in the zext talk'd 
{ much of their barnt-Offerings, their Calves and 
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their Rams, I ſhall tomake this branch of the demon- 
firation more plain and convincing, prefent you with 
the judgment of God in his word concerning theſe 
things, whilſt this way. of worſhip was in uſe, 
and ſhew you of how little account with God theſe 
Sacrifices were, when ſeparated from the duties of 


juſtice, mercy and humble Obedience. 


The Ancient Sacrsfices are to be conlidered two 
ways, 1. as they were typ:cal Repreſentations of that 
real Sacrifice which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt offered to 
God, to make reconciliation for the {ins of his People 
when through the ecernal Spirit he offer d himſelf to God. 
Much of the Goſpel, as 1t was Reveal d in that time, 
was wrap'd up in thoſe Sacrifices. They didall re- 
ter to and prefigure him that was to come, For 
whereas the holy and righteous Law of God had 
threatned Sin with Death, it could not be reaſonably, 
ſuppoſed, that the blood of Bulls and of goats ſhould take yes. . >, 


away ſin. And therefore, the Heathens 
to ſupply that defe&t, having ſome natural, 
or rather traditional knowledge of the ne- 
cefliry of ſacritices to make Atonement for 
ſin, did conclude that nothing leſs thanthe 
Life of a Man offered in Sacrifice, was 
{ufficient to appeaſe God. Burt indeed this 


man, 1s no other tiuun the man Chriſt Fejſus, who by 
the P/almiftis bronght in tpeakingto his Father to 
this purpoſe, Heb. 10.5. }; hen he cometh into the 
World, he faith, ſacrifice and offering thou wouldjt not, 


but a body haſt thou prepared me. 


Or, ſecondly, they areto be confidered' as a&s of 
Homage and: Worjbip performed by that People to 
God, and in which they generally reſted in a neglect 
of the weightier matters of the Law. And however 
Lngy £1 93$ 216 LOU TOEMED Ve. 


Qu1 pro vita hominis ni- 
ſreita bominis riddatur, 
non poſſe alit tr Dwrum Is 
mertalium mmm plates; 
arbitrantur, 

Cxſirde Bc!}, (1, 
lth, 6. 
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teſtimonies in their own Scriptures, which ſhew 


how highly God was diſpleaſed with Them, whilſt 
they took up with theſe in the neglect of Judgment 
Mercy and Humble walking with God. | 
And Ill begin with that Reproof the Prophet gave 
King Saul, who bore himſelf much upon this buki- 
neſs of ſacrificing in the omiſſion of a dire& com- 
mand of God wherein his obedience was concerned, 
I Sam. 15.22. Samuel ſaid, Hath the Lord as great de- 
light in hurnt offerings and ſacrifices as in obeying the 


 woice of the Lord ? behold to obey ts better than ſacrifice : 


and to hearken than the fat of Rams. It do's appear by 
the preceding part of this hiſtory, that God had ſent 
Samnel to Saul with a command to deſtroy the Ama- 
lekites, and that with a total deſtruction, Man and 
Woman, Infant and ſuckling, Ox and Sheep, Camel and 
Afi. Saul applies himſelf to this work, but didit 
negligentlyand in part only. A4gag the King he ſpares, 
ſuppoſing it might befor his honour to make him a 
Priſoner of War to lead him in triumph. Alfo the 
beſt of the Sheep, and of the Oxen, and of the Fat- 
tlings. and of the Lambs he faves, and his pretence 
for that was, that theſe Fat Beaſts would do well 
to ſerve God's Altar ; 'twas not fit to ſlay them any 
where elſe. What ? hath the Lord as great delight in 
ſacrifices as in obedience > This was the command of 
Gad thatall of 4Amalek ſhould be deſtroyed : what 
meaneth then the bleeting of the Sheep, and the Lowing 
of the Oxen which I hear > Oh, ſays he;they are for ſa- 
crifices to Worſhip God with. No, the Prophet tells 
him, God will accept of no ſuch Worſhip, as is be- 
ſides his command, and is founded in a contempt of 
that. Toobey ts better ( pleaſes God more )than Sacr:- 
fice. Better thou hadſt throughly obeyed;the com- 

| mand 
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mand of God, tho' there had not been a Ram lefcin 
the niverſe to be offer'd in Sacrifice. 

My ſecond preof for this I take from the 5 oth Pſalm 
at the ſeventh verſe we find the Lord addrefling him- 
ſelf to that People thus ; Hear, oh my People, and / 
will ſpeak.; oh Iſrael, and I will teſlifie againſt thee. God 
had ſomething to ſpeak to them, and ſomething to 
zeſtifie againſt them. That which he had to fay to 
them is at ver. 8. 1wll not reprove thee for thy Sacrifi- 
ces or thy burnt-offerings continually before me. It ſeems 
they were ſo punctual in their Sacrifices, they would 
not rob God of a Lamb, nor fail him of an hour ; 
their burnt offerings were continually before him. So 
that he would not tax them for any remiſsneſs or 
deficiency that way. But tho' He would not reprove 
them for their Sacrifices, he would reprove them 
for their ſus and that to purpoſe, asking them, 
what they had to do, to declare his ſtatutes, or take his Co- 
venant- in their Mouth, ſeeing they hated inſtru&tion 
and caſt his words behind them» Come, ſays God, you 
load my Altar with your ſacrifices, but at the ſame 
time you make me to ſerve with your /us. You are 
a ſacrificing People, but you are alſo a wicked People. 
You hear, but you hate my word, and when my com- 
mands are ſet before you, you take them and caft _ 
them behind you. Theftand Whoredom, and evil ;;. Y 
fpeaking, you practiſe, or cormive at in others, and 
you think your ſacrificing ſhould make amends for 
all. No, fays the Lord, I teſtifie againſt you, that 
except you Repent and Reform, 1t 1s not all your Sa- 
critices can help you, but you your ſelves will become 
a Sacrifice to my juſtice, I will deal with you as with 
others that are mine Enemies, and live in a totalneg: 2:. 
lectof me. Wherefore, conſzder this, ye that forget God, 
leſt I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver. He 


ver. 15, 77 
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numbers them with thoſe that forget God, becauſe 
they rejected his commands, when yet at the ſame 
time they were ſo exact in their facrifices, that He 
| had nothing to reprove them for in that matter. 
The Prophet I/azah in his 1ſt chapter from the « ith . 
to the 2:ſt verſe, does at large repreſent the judg- 
ment of God concerning this ancient way of worſhip 
ſever'd from Judgment,Mercy and Faith. To what pur- 
poſe isthemultitude of your ſacrifices unto me:ſaith theLoxd, 
l am full of burnt offerings, &c, To what purpoſe, Lord? | 
haſt thou not requir'd theſe thinge? true, but there is 
ſomething elſe too that I require of you, to do Juſtly 
to love Mercy and walk Humbly with me; and 
where are thoſe offerings which I moſt delight in 2 
Bring no more vain oblations. Lord ! they are thy Ob- 
lations, ay but they are vain, andaltogether unpro- 
fitable to you as you do offer them. Iucenſe #5 an 
ere at in thomimation to me, tis miquity even the ſolemn meeting. 
ries + Iniquity Lord ! 'tis thy worſhip, and is it iniquity 
aint for= to Worſhip God ? No, not 1n it felf, butas you or- 
hr on er the matter itis ſo; ſuch worſhip as yours is, is no 
ole. better than an open affront to me, whilſt you think 
to put me off with this,and at the ſame time practiſe 
all manner of leudneſs and wickedneſs Tour hands 
are full of blood, you are unjuſt and unmerciful, and 
whilſt that blood isin your hand, what matters to 
me all the Blood of Beaſts that you ſhed from time to b” 
time before my Altar ? + 
Indeed it ſeems to have been the great burden of | 
the Prophetical Miniſtry, to convince that People of 
the ſin and Vanity of their truſting in theſe Sacrifices, 
whilſt they neglected the duties of practical obedi- 
ence, 'i was a ſharp reproof to this purpoſe which 
the Lord by another prophet gave them, Jer. 7. 
where having diſcover d in the former po of the 
ha Dter 
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Chapter their groundleſs confidence and truſting in 
the Temple, which He threatens to do ſo as He had 
done to S$hilo, He lets them know that their Sacrifi- 
ces were of no more account with him at v. 21. Thus 
ſaith the Lord of hofts the God of Iſrael put your burnt- 
efferings unto your Sacrifices,and eat Fleſh. q.d. keep your ,-,, 4,. 
Sacritices to your ſelves,8 diſpoſe of them as you will; we. _ 
eat them, do with them what you pleaſe. The burnt- FAR 
offerings were wholly to be conſum'd in the fire : The 5. "Y 
People were not to partake of them, but of the peace- 
offerings and thank-offerings they might eat; now, ſays 
God,you may take all for me ; eat your burnt-offerings 
as well as your peace-offerings, I care not for any of 
them. And the Reaſon, upon which this Conviction is 
grounded, 1s at the 22th v. For 1 ſpake not unto your Fa- 
thers, nor commanded them in the day that I brought them 
out of the Land of Eg ypt, concerning burnt-offerings or Sa- 
crifices, v. 23. But this thing commanded I them, ſaying, 
obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye ſhall! be my 
People :\and walk ye in all the ways that | have command- 
ed you, that it may be well unto you. The firſt word that 
God ſpake unto 1/rael was this, Obey my voice - This 
| was that he commanded them, before he commanded 
them concerning Burnt-offerings :The ten Command- 
ments which contain the rule of Moral Obedience, he 
delivered to them in the firſt place, and afterwards 
\. . his ſtatutes and ordinances that were to govern his 
F- publick Wor/þ;p. Bur, ſays he, that that was firſt com- 
| manded by me is laſt and leaſt of all minded by you. 
You are for Burnt-offerings and Sacrifices, but not for 
obeying my voice. Well ! put your Burnt-offerings to 
your Sacrifices,and eat them, do with them what you 
will I will not be concerned in them. | 
To all which we may add that expreſs teſtimony 
that the Lord gave them of his preference of moral 
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duties to thoſe that were only Ritual and Ceremoni 
al, Hoſe. 6.' He tells them v. 5. That He had bew- 
ed them by the Prophets, and every ſtroke was to cut 
down this fleſhly confidence of theirs, that they plac'd 
in their ſacrifices, whilſt they neglected the other 
ſubſtantial duties of Religion, v. 5. For I deſired mercy 
and not Sacrifice, (or mercy rather than Sacrifice) 
and the knowleage of God (an obediential knowledge) 
more than burnt-offerings. 1 ſhall cloſe this with that 
{entence of the Scribe, Mark 12, Who having ask- 
ed our Lord, Which 1s the firſt commandment of. all ? 
Our Saviour anſwers, to Love God with our whole 
Sou!, and the Second to 1t, to : Love our neighbour as 
our ſelves. Hereupon the Scribe faid unto him, Well 
Maſter, thoa haſt ſaid the truth, this is mo ve than all 
whole burnt-offerings and ſacrifices. And that he ap- 
prehended Chriſt aright, our Lord's approving him 
in what he ſaid does manifeſt. . When 7eſus ſaw that 
he anſwer d diſcreetly he faid anto him, Thou art not far 
from the Kingdom of God, 


And now I proceed to tte Second branch of the 
Demonſtration, to ſhew the neceſſity of prattical Obedi- 
ence 1n conjunttion with the duties of Divine Worſhip 
for 'a People to attend unto that would have the Anger 
of God appeas'd to them, And becauſe the zexe fur- 
niſhes us with ſufficient matter for the proof of this, 
I ſhall preſent you with three con/zderatrons which it 
contains and propoſes to this purpoſe. 1. That this 
is Good, and therefore to be defird and purſu'd by 
us. 2. That this the Lord requires, which lays us 
under an indifpenſible obligation to attend. thereun- 
to. 3. That this God has been pleas'd to ſhew and 


reveal to us, and therefore we are inexcuſable if we 
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1. The neceſſity of practical Obedience in con- 
junction with the duties of Divine Worſhip does ap- 
pear from the conſideration of the goodneſs of 7. 
Whatever the Lord requires of man, to be done it 
is good; Good in it ſelf, good for him and. good for 
others. *Tis Abſolutely good, Perſonally good and Rela- 
tively good. To do jultly is good, to love mercy 1s 
good, to walk humbly with God is good. And what 
an attractive 1s this to come up to our duty, that is fo 
good in the whole and good in every part of it. 

Theſe things are good in themſelves, not only be- 
cauſe they are commanded, as all the poſztrve inſtitu- 
tions of worſhip are goocl, but they have an zztrin- 
fical goodneſs, and commend themſelves to us from 
their very nature, they are ſuch things as flow from 
the nature of God, as well as bear a conformity to the 
Will of God. So that it is impoſſible they ſhould be 
. otherwiſe than good, or that what 1s contrary to 
them ſhould be /o. Injuſtice, unmercifulneſs and 
diſobedience to God cannot be good, they are Evzl, 
and altogether Evil, and will be fo for ever, Det. 
30. 15. ſee, Thave ſet before thee this day life and goed, 
and death and evil. Holineſs is good, and fin is evil ; 
and itis impoſſible that either of them ſhothd be 
other than what they are. Sin cannot become Good, 
holineſs cannot become ew} : the difference betwixt 
holineſs and fin is-as great as betwixt good and evil ; 
that except good could become evil, and evil govd , 
the nature of good and evil be alter'd and confound- 
ed, it is impothible that Holineſs ſhould be any other- 
wiſe than good, and fin any other thing than the 
worſt and the pureſt evfl. 

Theſe things are alſo Good for us, ſo that we can- 
not more directly ſeek and promote our own good 


and happineſs than in the praftiling of them. Is that 
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good that 1s am#able and lovely > what ſo lovely as ho 
lineſs > That is the glory of the Divine Bezng, and the 
likeneſs of God in Man. Is that good that is pleaſant 
and delightful? the ſweeteſt pleaſures are to be found 
in the ways of God. None injoy ſuch peaceand tran- 
quillity in their mind, are ſo free from fears and of- 
fences as thoſe who have the ſtricteſt regard to God's 
commands. Or 1s that good that 1s profitable > we are 
aſſur'd that godlineſs 7s profitable to all things, having a 
Promiſe of the life that now 1s, and of that which is to 
come. Oh how good is it towalk with God! to awake 
with God, and to be inthe fear of the I ord all the 
day! Whereas many ſay, Who will ſhew us good> Would 
they ſeek it in the way of God s commands they 
would afſuredly find 1t., 

And theſe things are good for others too ; how ad- 
vantagious and beneficial to the World are Juſtzce 
and Mercy 2 how much do they conduce to the good 
order of it? how ſweet are the influences that they 
diffuſe amongſt all perſons? whois not the better for 
them ? Thegodly are refreſhed with them, they a- 
dorn the Goſpel, and commend Religion to others as 
a real ſubſtantial thing that 1s worthy their conſide- 
ratiogeand choice. The Religion that lies only in 
fornis and diſcourſe is an airy, unaftecting thing, and 


| gets no ground inthe World, but that that is opera- 


tiveand powerful commends it ſelf to the Conſciences 
of Men; theſe things are good for the bodies, and good 
for the Souls of others, and that is one Reaſon of 
the ſtri& charge that 1s laid upon the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel to be frequent in the urging and preſſing 
of them, Tz. 2. 8. Theſe things I will that thou affirm 
conſtantly, that they which have believed in God, might 


. be careful to maintain good works : theſe things are 


good and profitable anto men. And this is further in- 
forc'd b AS : 
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2. A conſlideration of the will of God, as being that 
which the Lord requires of us. "Tis Hu will concern- 
ing, and his command to us, who is the Lord, who 
has an unqueſtionable r/g4t in us and a ſupream pow- 
er over us, and whoſe will is a binding law as well 
as a ſufficient Reaſon to us; ſo that it is no arbitrary 
or indifferent matter whether we will obey or no, 
but he that requires you to perform the duties of 
his ſolemn Worthip, and in Obedience to whoſe com- 
mand you ingage 1n them, does likewiſe require you 
to do juſtly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with 
your God. And as his willing of theſe things to be 
duties: incumbent on Man is that that is highly con- 
ſentaneous and agreeable to his own glory, that the 
reaſonable creature ſhould be juſt and merciful as he 
1s, and be always mindful of that infinite diſtance 
that theyre 1s between him and it, and the higheſt 
deference that upon that account is due to him ; ſo 
the regular ſubordination that there ought to bein - 
our Willsto His, the relation we ſtand in to þ.im 
as the Lord, and the intire ſubjection we owe to Him 
in that Relation; lays us under the ſtricteſt obliga- 
tion to obſerve and obey all his requirements. Con- 
iider then. 

The Lord, that 1s thy fupream Raler and Gover- 
nour, He in whoſe hands is the diſpoſal of all things, 
who doth according to his will in the Army of Heaven, and 
among the mhabitants of ihe Earth ; He that is the one 
L awgiver who is ableto ſave and to deſtroy, who has Ja®- 4 1 
the power of Life and Death, and whoſe power 
reacheth to the Soul as well as the body, can fave or 
deſtroy both in Hell. He whom the Angels obey, and 
are His Mznifters hearkning to the voice of his word : 
He,whoſe Law at firſt impreſs'd upon them,the inanz- 
mate Creatures do every day fulfil : This Soveraign F 
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Lord whois Kzng throughout the World, requires 
that you ſhould be Juſt and Merciful and Humble. 
Every adt of diſobedience to his command isa high 
contempt of his Authority. Tis the character of the 
wicked to ſay, Who is Lord over us? and again, Who is 
the Lord, that I ſhould obey his warce? Oh let us take 
heed of becoming guilty either in mind or practice 
of ſo great an impiety. Moreover, 

The Lord, that isthy Redeemer, that has bought 
thee with the ineſtimable price of his own blood : 
that laid down his Life to deliver thee from Sin and 
Death and Hell, was willing to empty himſelf of his 
glory for a time, to be poor and mean, to be deſpiſed 
and perſecuted and ſuffer the accurſed .death of the 
Croſs for your ſake: rather than you ſhould dye, 
He would dye in your place ; rather than you ſhould 
become a ſacrifice, He was willing to be made one 
Himſelf : that out of Obedience to the Will of God, 
and from the greatneſs of his love to the Children of 
Men travelled with the greateſt forrou's, drunk off 
the bittereſt cup and underwent the Curſe for you, 
He alforequires the moſt exact obedience at your 


. hand. And ye are not your own, but ye are bought with 


a price : therefore glorifie God in your body and in your 
ſperit which are God's. Yea, 

The Lord, that is thy bountifull Benefa&or, -that 
does thee good continually, that loads thee with his 
benefits every day, that prevents thee with mercy, 
that ſupplies thee with good, that delivers thee in 
thy ſtraits, ſuccours thee in thy temptation, hears 
thy prayers, and is ſo ready to appear for thy help: 
The Lord. in whom thou doſt Live and Move and 
haſt thy Being, that #5 a Sun and a Shield, will give 
Grace and Glory, and with-hold no good thing ; that has 
given thee ſo. many taſts of his Love, ſuch fre. 
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quent experiences of his goodneſs, and yet has'greater 
things in reſerve to beſtow, what is it'that herequires 
of thee as agrateful return for all theſe benefits bnt 
that thou do juſtly and love mercy and walk hnm- 
bly with thy God. conſider then who it is that re- 
quires theſe things of you; and how reaſonable and 
equitable 1s 1t that we ſhould anſwer Ht require- 
mem the'moſt punctual manner ? Eſpecially if 
we add, 

3. The laft conſideration that the Lord who hath 
required theſe things hath ſhewed and made known the 
ſame, has promulg'd and declared his will very 
plainly and exprelsly, in theſe things, to the un- 
derſtanding and' capacity of all perſons. He hath 
ſhewed thee, Oh man, what is good, and what the Lord 
doth require of thee. He requires nothing of thee but 
what He has ſhewed thee. Theſe things are comman 
to man 45 man, and therefore requird of every man, 
He has ſpoke thein. to thy ear, he has made them 
viſible t> thy Eye, they are ſuch things as do ap- 
prove themſelves tothy Rational Faculties : Thele 
are not Myſteries but plain diſcoveries of the mind 
and will of God, He has ſet thy duty in a clear 
Leht, which whoſoever attends unto may attain 


to the underſtanding of it. He hath ſhewed thee, 


Oh man. | 
Partly by the Light of Nature that ſome of theſe 


things ,at leaſt, as to do juſtly and to love mercy, are 
pleaſing and acceptable to him. He has ingravd 


them upon thy very Heart, fo that reflefting upon - 


the Original principles of thy Nature, and by con- 
verſing with thy felf, asking thy Conſcience queſti- 
ons, and harkning to the Anſwers and dictates of it, 
this. thou mayſt know .and underſtand, that to do 
nitly is. g00d; and injuſtice” is evil ; to love mercy is 
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pleaſing to God and the contrary to it as diſplealing to 


him. Did the Heathens of old and do they till at this 
day know it and art thou a ſtranger to it?Read what is 
faid of them, Rom.2.14, 15. the Gentiles which have not 
the written Law, do by nature the things contained in the 
law, theſe having not the Law, are a law unto themſelvez, 
which ſhews the work of the Law written zn their hearts. 

But principally He hath ſhewed it thee by #he light 
of his Word that contains a more explicite and full Re- 
velation of man's duty. All the lines of it are there 
drawn at length, all the particulars of it clearly ftat- 
ed. If thou goeſt to the Law and to the Teſtimony, 
thou may'ſt have - a ſufficient dire&ion how toa& in 
all thy concerns, how to order thy ſteps in' every 
path, what it is God requires of thee every day, in 
every place and in every condition : what thy duty 
towards God and what thy duty towards man is. 
And what cauſe have we to.adore the goodneſs of 
God, that has furniſh'd us with ſuch aclear light to 
direct us in our walking with him; that we have not 
only a Law-light but a Goſpel-light that ſhines ' ſo 
brightly? Jeſus Chriſt is come a light into the World, 
He hath reveal'd God unto us, He 1s the way, . the 
truth and the life, that both by his Preaching and by 
his Example has opened the mind of God to us, and 
He that followeth Him fhall not walk in darkneſs, but 
have the light of life. 

And becauſe God hath ſhewed it unto thee, thou 
art mmexcuſable ob man | who liveſtin thenegle& or 
contempt of theſe requirements of His. Thou canft 
not. plead zgnorance ; or ſay, when thou doſt an un- 
juſt 2&ion, that thou didſt not know better ; or: be 
unmercifuland ſay thou didſt not know it to be a fault; 
or be proud and diſobedient againſt God and ask 


_ what evilthere is in'ttoh take heed that thou doſt not 
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ſin againſt Light and Knowledge, for to him that know- Jam» $+ 17. * 
eth to do good and doth it not, to him it 1s ſin, {in with 
an aggravation, that will be attended with aſorer pu- , , _. of 
niſhment on them that are guilty of it, even to be : 
beaten with many ſtripes. So much for the contirma- 
tion of the Doctrine, that which follows is 


The APPLICATION. 

1, This Doctrine yields, at all times a uſeful, but 
on this day a very ſeafonable caution to us;#o take heed 
that we reſt not in mere outward duties of Worſhip, as if 
that were all that God required ; and as it 1s to be 
feared many perſons do, to the deceiving of them- 
ſelves. They arevery exa&t, very frequent and very 
punctual in theſe things, but guilty of a woful neg- 
le& of the moral duties of Religion, and fo are but 
partial,and conſequently unfincere in their obedience. 
Let us take heed that we deceive not our ſelves in the 
ſame way. If wehalve it with God in the matter 
of our duty, He will cut us ſhortin the matter of 
his mercy. What if ſuch a Religion ſhould obtain 
a temporal reward, 'tis inſufficient to evidence a real 
intereſt in the ſaving loveof God. 

There 15no doubt but God has requir'd theſe things 
of us. All the rrue methods, means and ways of Wor- 
ſhip are of God's appointment. Praying and Hearing 
and Faſting are his Ordizances ; but he never intend- 
ed that we ſhould reſt in theſe and go no further : 
To do this and no more: to attend unto- theſe and 
neglect other things, is a Badge of loathſom Hypocrz- 
fie in the ſight of ' God, and branded in Scripture as 
the guiſe of an unſound Heart. Hypocritesand un- 
ſound Profeſſors know they muſt do ſomething in Re- 
ligion. Something they would do to - appeaſe God ' 
when He is Angry ; ſomething, to continue tis fa- 
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wvour When Providence is eafie and comfortable to 
them ; ſomething, to keep up a Gredzt and Reputa- 
tion with others for Religion; and ſomething to 
quiet the importunities of their own Conſcrence ; but 
then they reſolve to do as little as they can, and be- 
cauſe a ſlight and heedleſs performance of the Wor- 
ſhip of God 1s the eafreſt part of Religion, and moſt 
conſiſtent with their unmortified luſts, they pitch up- 
on this courle. 

"Tis indeed much eaſier to confeſs a hundred ſins, 
than to forſake one : 'tis eaſter to ſpend a whole day 
in publick Worſhip, than to deny the enticement of 
a Luſt, or to withſtand a Temptation when it oppor- 
tunely preſents; becauſe theone 1s only the labour 
of the body, the other requires the exerciſe of the 
Soul : theone may be a wearineſs to the Fleſh, but 
the other is croſs and oppoſite to the beloved intereſts 
of it ; and carnal Hearts may make ſhift to brook 
the one, tho' they cannot bear the other. A little 
outward Pennance and Mortification of the body 
they canundergo, but a true Repentance of fin, that 
conſiſts in deſerting the practice and mortifying the 
principle of fin 1s utterly diſtaſteful to them. Oh 
then as we would acquit our ſelves of the charge and 


guilt of Hypocriſie, let us take heed of reſting in the 


outward duties of Worſhip. Tho' your Eyes be lift- 
ed up to Heaven, if your affe&tions be fix'd upon Earth- 
ly objects ; tho you bow your knee before God, if 
your Hearts do Rebel againſt Him: if you acknow- 
ledge your tranſgreſhon, but do till retain and pra- 
Riſe it ; if you make many Prayers but don't endea- 
vour to live anſwerably to 'em 3. if you vow and pro- 
Miſe to lead a new life, but as ſoon as you go from 
this place forget what you have been doing : What. is 

; all 
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all this but a mere mockery? And be not deceived, , ,, ,. 
God is not mocked. 

This part of the Worſhip of God that we are now 
ingaged in is no doubt a very neceflary duty incum- 
bent upon us. God has commanded it, and fpeci- 

al providences call us to it. Who does not ſee what 

t need there is of Faſting, of Prayer and Humbling 
our ſelves before the Lord * But Remember .this 
is but one part of what God requires of you. The 
true Faſt does not conſiſt in a bare obſervance of 
thoſe things that outwardly relate to ſuch a day. 
A man may be very Formal in them, forbear all 
ſervile work, put on meaner apparel, attend the pub- 
lick duties of God's Houſe, and outwardly ſeem to 
be very ſubmiſs and ſerious therein, and yet if this 
be all, God does diſown ſuch a Faſt from being the 
day that he has choſen and appointed, I/a. 58. 5. 
Is it ſuch a Faſt that I have choſen? A day for a manto 
afflie# his Soul! Is it to bow down his head as a bul- 
ruſh, and to ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes under him ! 
wilt thou ca!l this a Faſt, and an acceptable day unto the 
Lord ? No, this 1s not the day that God has choſen: 
And yet this is the only Faſt that many keep, that 
is filld up with corporal geſtures and performan- 
ces. What then 1s the Faſt that God has choſen ? 
He himſelf deſcribes it in the following verſes, zo 
looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy bur-ver. 6. 7 
dens, and to let the oppreſſed go free, -------to deal thy 
bread to the hungry , to bring the poor that are caſt out 
to thy houſe, to cover the naked, and hide not thy ſelf 
from thy own fleſh, 1. e. turn not away from relieving 
thy poor Brother : This is the true Faft,the Faſt, that 
God has choſen, to break off from our ſins, arid to do 
juſtly, and tolove mercy. ; 

And, Oh that this may be the Faſt that we may 

D 2 | keep 
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keep, a day that.God may accept, and accept us in 
it we ſeem to be ſenſible that the Juſt and 'Righte- 
ous God has a controverſy with this Nati:n, that He 
is come forth to plead with England. We have 
like the Fews, been unthankful for mercies, do ſoon 
forget our wonderful deliverances and refuſe to be 
reform'd by the various methods God has us'd with 
us to that end, and now we think God is Angry 
wifh us, and we fly to theſe duties of Faſting and 
Prayer, and hope theſe will appeafe God ; and is 
this all that we will do ? God will upbraid us with 
fuch Faſts, ſoon grow weary of them, and break in 
through ſuch Faſts with his judgments upon us. 
He looks for more, he requires more, and more 
than this we muſt do, if we would prevail with 
God, and obtain a bleſſing from Him, and that now 
leads me to the 

2d 4ſe. I would make of this truth, to Fxhort and 
erſuad e you tocomeup to the full duty of this day 
in the ſeveral branches that grow upon the text, to do 
juſtly, to-love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
God ; which are all of them ſuch things as all that 
profeſs the name of our Lord Jeſus ſhould labour to 
be very exact 1n. 

1, Do juſtly : Let juſtice and righteouſneſs regulate 
your dealings with Men, and: be exprefled 1n all 
your concerns with them. The beſt deſcription of 
of juſtice, ( that branch of it that 1s called commuta- 
tive,) is that which our Lord and Saviour has 
v21 of it, Mat. 7. 12. whatſoever things ye would 
that men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them. 1. e. 
fo deal with others, -as you would have them to deal 
with you, if they were in your place, and you 1n 
intheirs. No man would have another to deal frau- 

EE | dulently 
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dulently .and :deceitfully with him, ' to cheat -and 
wrong and oppreſs him z do you ' to others as you 
would have them to do to you. Be as juſt in your 
word,as true to your promiſe,as exactin your dealings 

as you would have others to be ? This 1s the thing 
that 1s juſt, and that this Juftice God does require 

of you, Appears by the reproof. the Prophet gives 

the violaters of it in the words that follow the text, 

Are there yet the treaſures of wick-dneſs in, the houſe y, 10, 
of the wicked, aud the ſcant meaſure that is abominable ? , , 
ſhall I count them pure with the wicked balances and 
with the bag of deceitful weights > Theſe uneven balan- 

ces, deceitful weights and: ſcant. meaſures, that are 

the Inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs, are hateful to 
God, and tho fora time they may ſerve a covetous 
humour, apd men may heap up treaſures to them- 
ſelves thereby, yet there is a curſe that attends ſuch 
perſons, and a moth that. will conſume their riches ; 
thoſe treaſures of wickedneſs will not always continue 

in the houſe of the wicked. 

To dojultly isa thing that moſt perſons know, 

but too few make Conſcience of, butyuſtice isa thing 

that muſt be done. *Tis not enough to have the xo- 

tion of 1tin our Mind, ,but the practice 'of it muſt 

be in our haud, To bejuit -andnot to do juſtly in 
our particular ations is a contradiction. He that 1 Joh. 3. 7 
doth Righteouſneſs ts Righteous, And that we may do 
fo, let us conlider, how pleating and acceptable this 
is to God, Prov.21. 3. to dojuſtice and judgment 1 more 
acceptable to the Lord than Sacrifice. Let ys alſo contider 
what an Ornament 1t 1s to Chriſtianity; to do juſtly 
is to adorn the Dottrine of God our Saviour, Tit. 3. 10, 
which does ſo ſtrictly and frequently injoin the pra- 20-25 
ice of Righteouſneſs betwixt man andman. And A t3: 
indeed what does Religion teach you jf .it does not 
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teach you this piece of morality ? Further conſider 
how neceflary the practice of this Divine Vertue is 
to fit and qualifie you for converſe and communion 
with Godin his Ordinances ; ſothet when the Que- 
ſtion was put of old, Lord who ſhall abide in thy Ta- 
bernacle ? who ſhall dwell in thy holy hill » 'Tis anſwered, 
He that walketh uprightly, and worketh Righteouſneſs, 
and ſpeaketh the truth in hu Heart. He that back-biteth 
not with his tongue, nor doth evil to his neighbour, nor ta- 
keth up a reproach againſt his nezghbour, Pſal. 15. 1, 2, 3. 
And if this does not move ſome of us,let ſuch conſider, 
that the juſt God, to whom vengeance doe; belong, 
does very often execute his Righteous Judgments 
upon notorious and impenitent violaters of Juſtice, 
1 Theſ. 4. 6. that no man gobeyond and defraud his Bro- 
ther in any matter : becauſe that the Lord u the avenger 
of allſuch. Youarea trading People that I ſpeak to, 
and have dealings in the World, I beſeech you to 
conſider theſe things and have a tri regard to juſtice 
and righteouſneſs in all you do. And fo doing, 

2. Love Mercy, labour to be of a merciful diſpoſt- 
tion : ſhew mercy, and do it from a principle of Love, 
love to God and love to Man. Theobjed of Mercy 
are the M:/erable, and the exerciſe of this grace con- 
fiſts in doing what in us lies to relieve thoſe. that are 
in neceſſity, to comfort thoſe that are caſt down, to 
counſel thoſe to whom our advice may be helpful, 
to ſympathize with thoſe that are afflicted, to afſiſt 
thoſe that are tempted, and to help them to bear their 
burden : In one word, to doall the good that we can 
to the Souls and Bodies of all men, and eſpecially to 
thoſe that are of the houſhold of Faith. Be ready to 
give to them that ask, to lend tothem that would 
borrow of you, and to forgive thoſe that have offended 


againſt you. A merciful man is ſuch a one as ob, 
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who was Eyes to the blind, and Feet to the Lame, and. 
a Father to the poor, Fob 29. 15. Theall-wiſe God has: 
ſo order it in his Providence that we ſhould always 
have objects and occations for the exerciſe of this 
Grace. Some are poor, ſome are fick, ſome are car- 
ried into captivity, ſome are bereav'd of their rela- 
tions, that others that are healthful and rich and 
proſperous in the World might ſuccour them in their 
diſtreſles : And fome left to fall into ſin, that thoſe 
that ſtand by Grace, might reſtore ſuch with a ſpirze 
of meekneſs. Think 1t not enough that you are ſtrict- 
ly juſt, but remember that you muſt be merciful too. 
Yea you cannot be truly juſt except you be merciful,. 
to deny to others ſome part of our own, when the 
providence of - God calls us to give it,. 1s injuſtice, as: 
well as not to give them what 1s their own, and the- 
higheſt injuſtice, injuſtice to God, in not uſing the- 
goods of this World, tothe end for which he has 
intruſted us with them. 

7. And as Divine Love is the general Principle of 
a'l good actions, fo it 1s the immediate Fountain from 
whence all the Streams of Mercy do iflue. .They that 
love Mercy, will be ready to ſhew Mercy, and think - 
it no coſt, no burden, no wearinels to do it. That that- 
proceeds from Love we do freely and chearfully, and 
that puts a luſtre upon every act of Mercy. And to. 
excite this Principle in you, conſider, that ſhewing; 
Mercy to others does aflimilate and make you likeun- 
to God himſelf, who- delights in Mercy; who when- 
he does proclaim his Name, does it eſpecially by the' gy,q.34. 
diſplay of his Goodneſs and Mercy ; and ſhould we 
not affe& the neareſt Union with God,and the higheſt 
Reſemblance of him ? Luke 6. 36. Be ye therefore mer- 
ciful, as your heavenly Father 15 merciful. Alſo con- 


ſider that the- Love of Mercy 1s a ſpecial —_ 
| L 0 
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ofthe. Sincerity..of.-your:. Love to God; to be: Mer-- 
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ciful for God's ſake does proceed from the love of God: 
But,whoſo hath this world s goods and ſeeth his Brother hath 
need, and ſhutteth up his Bowels of compaſſion how dwell- 
eth the Love of God in him ? 1 John 3. 17. And letus 
often ſerioufly think of the great day of the Lord, 
when: nothing but| Divine Mercy: can ſtead-and be- 
friend; us, and: that they are merciful men who are 
particularly deſcrib'd in Scripture that ſhall have the 
benefit of the Divine Mercy. The Apoſtle's prayer 
for Oneſzphorus, 2 Tim. 1. does import fo much, v. 16. 
the Lord give Mercy unto the houſerof Queſiphorus for he 
oft refreſhed me, ------ the Lord grant that he may find 
mercy of the Lord in that day. And it is expreſly ſaid 
on the contrary, that He ſhall have judgment without 
mercy that hath ſhewed no mercy, Jam. 2. 13. How rea- 
dy and willing then ſhould we be to embrace all Op- 
portunities of ſhewing Mercy. In which, as wellas 
in the former duty of doing juſtly, we ſhould have 
reſpe& unto God, his.glory.as the end, and his com- 
mand as the reaſon of all that we do, which is the 
fumm of the laft duty, that you 

3. Walk humbly with your God, endeavouring to ap- 
prove your ſelves to Him in all that you do, which 
is that that puts an excellency into and a beauty up- 
on your que tyes., to men, and makes them accept- 
able with God through Jeſus Chriſt, as being ulti- 
mately done to him. Endeavour that your whole 
life may be as much as poſlibly you can a continued 
walk with God. Set him always before your Face, 
have your Eye conſtantly to him: keep up your 
Hearts with God, in a frame fit for Communion 
with God at all times. Obſerve his Providence, 


follow the Guidance of it, receive the Inſtructions of. 


it, and comply: with all the Calls. of :it. Be led by 
7 the 
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the Spirit of God, and be obſequious to all his holy 
motions : let your converſation be in Heaven. Be 
followers of rhe Lord Jeſus, and walk as you have 
Him for an Example. 

And be very Humble in your walking with God, 
depend upon him for Divine atſiſtance and /trength 
in all that you do for his nume. Be Humh]: and 
Reverent in your Worſhip:ng of God. Afcribe all 
the Glory to him of all the good you receive and 
do. Be Low, be vile in your own ſight, and exalt 
the Lord in your Soul : Let him be your firſt and 
your laſt : Begin all your works with God, and end 
them in Him. Remember to this purpoſe, how 
God has declar'd Himſelf as to this part of your 
duty, that He reſifteth the Proud, but giveth Grace Jam. 4.6. 
to the humble. And has promis'd to dwell with the Ita. 57. 19. 
Humble. Therefore nip and check all the badd:ngs 
of pride when it firſt begins to ſhoot. Be not proud 
of your cloathing, but be cloathed with Humility. : Pet 5: 5 
Be not proud of your Parts and Gitts, but uſe them 
to Edifie one another in Love. Be not proud of your 
Riches. and Eftate, for you muſt ſhortly leave 
them, and give an account, to Him that lends 
them you, how you have improved them. for Him. 
Indeed we do very much forget our ſelves what we 
were, and do yet continue to be S:nful duſt, when 
our hearts do- ſwell with this Vanity. This is the 
worſt, becauſe ( as it is probable, } it was the fr/t 
fin. And is ſtill the firſt that lives, and the laſt that 
dies in the heart. Labour therefore thro' the Spirit 
of God to mortifte it in all the k nds of it both Cor- 
poral and Spiritual. And indeed what way ſoeyer 
we look, we may ſee enough to make and to keep us 
humble. If we look up to God how ſhould. his 
Majeſty abaſe us ! If we look to our ſelves, how low 
ie.) ane | E ſhould 
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2 Cor. 4.7. 


a Tim. 3.5, 


ſhould our fins lay us ! If we look to Saznts, it may 
humble us to ſee how ſhort we come of many of 
them in Grace and Holineſs; And if to S:ners, to 
confider that ſuch we were, - and ſuch we ſhould 
have continued to be, had not the free ani effectual 
Grace of God made the diflterence. You that have 
moſt, have nothing but what you have recerved. 


And for your Dire&ion, as to the whole ; _ 


I. Be convinced that your duty lies in theſe things ; 
that they are not things indifferent, but indiſpen- 
{ibly incumbent upon you : If any thing be neceſſary 
for us to attend unto, the things here propos'd to us 
are ſo. To make light and: little account of them, 
ts to caſhier all practical Obedience, for what re- 
mains to be done by you, if doing juſtly, and ſhew- 
ing mercy, and walking humbly with God, be not 
your duty? Yea theſe are the great and weighty 
duties of the Goſpel, that claim our primary regard 
and attendance to them. And yet how many pro- 
feſling the Chriſtian Religion, a& as if Chreſtzanity 
were nothing at all concern'd therein ; which is and 
ought to be for a Lamentation ? Perſons that are un- 
juſt and unmerciftl to men, and diſobedient to God, 
and that oftentimes without finding any Remorſe 'or 
Regret in themſelves, whoſe Religion has nothing of 
ſubſtance in it, but lies in ſome ſpeculative notions 
only, which they have taken up ; theſe have a form 
of Godlineſs, but deny the power thereof; from ſuch, they 
that would walk with God in a courſe of Obedience, 
muſt zury_away. 


2. Make fure of a Being in Chriſt by Faith, that in 
him you may bear and bring forth this fruit unto God. 
Ss 
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ſuch an Intereſt: in, and 24ur0n. with the: Lord : Zefus 
by a Faith that is of the Operation of God, is | abſo- 
lutely neceſlary to a right diſcharge of any and every 
duty. For tho' ſome of the things that God requires, 
may be done as to the external part, and what 1s fo 
done may be materzally good, without any ſuch ſpe- 
cial Grace received and exerted in” the doing of 
them, yet are they formally defective, as not pro- 
ceeding from a pure Heart, and a good Conſcience, and 1 Tim, 1.5. 
Faith unfergned, which are the declared Principles, 
neceſſary to conſtitute and denominate an action 
Evan,yelically good. Humane Nature indeed. retin'd 
from the more dreggy and ſenſual part of it, by Pre- 
cepts of Morality, may raiſe it ſelf to a practice of 
"That that is purely moral in theſe things. So ſome 
of the Heathens have not only been ſtrictly juſt, but 
largely beneficent, and havedone much good both in 
their publick capacities and private ſtations. - But 
in as much as our Evangelical Walking and Con- 
verſing with God is concern d in theſe actions, that 
they be done thro' a Divine Strength, and directed 
to the Glory of God, this the Mind of Man is altoge- 
ther ignorant of, whilſt eſtranged from the Light and 
Power of that Faith, whereby we come to be in 
Chriſt, and to be one with him : For as it is thro' 
his Mediation only, that we are, and can be accepted 
in any good we do ; fo there is a Divine Grace com- 
municated from him to us, that alone can ſtrengthen 
us to do, and perſevere in the doing theſe things, 
and alſo direct our hearts to intend the Glory of God 
therein.: And which is that Qualification that ſpe- 
cificates duties of Evangelical Obedience from acts of 
Moral Virtue. Thus the fruit ever anſwers the ſpe- 
cies and kind of the Tree it grows upon, is corrupt Mar, 5. 17. 


or good according as that is; and nothing lefs that 
| E 2 {uch 
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fuch a ſupernatural Grace receiv'd. in 'Union with. - 
Chriſt; is ſufficient to make this Evil Tree good, ſoto 
alter the Corrupt Nature of Man, to dethrone the 
Dominion of Sin, and to bring the Soul under the 
power- of a Principle of Righteouſneſs and Holineſs 
whereby it becomes diſpoſed, ſantiified and meet for 

2 Tim. 2. the Maſter's uſe,” and prepared unto every good work. 

27. Then think it not enough that you are Chriſtians 

by AVame, by an outward Baptiſm, and viſible Pro- 
feſſion, but make ſure of a real ſpiritual In-being in. 
Jeſus Chriſt, in whom only it 1s that we can do any 
thing that is good, fo as to be accepted with God in. 

Joh. 15-5. itz and wrthout whom we can do nothing, that is a 
bringing forth fruit unto God. 


2. Poſſeſs your ſelves with as lrvely apprehenſions as 
you can. get of the worth and excellency of the things. 
God requires of you. And theſe, to do juſtly, to love 
merey,' and to walk humbly with God, are all of 
them things that have a real and tranſcendent worth 
in them 3 ſuch things as do approve themſelves-to 
be Good and excellent to an enlightened mind, anda 
-well-diſpoſed heart. They are ſuch things, wherein 
the Perfe&ion of bur Nature, as it lies in a conformi- 
ty to God, and ſubjection to him, does confiſt : They 
are alſo Lovely in the Eyes of others, and things 
of good Report, that cauſe Religion to be well ſpoken 
of. None but the debaucht, and ſuch whoſe Cox- 

1 Tim. 4.2. ſciences are ſear d as with.a hot Iron, will open their 
months againſt them ; to all others, that have any 
ſenſe of: Humanity, and Conſcience left, they com- 
mend themſelves, as things that are good and- excel- 
lent, worthy to be practisd and imitated by others. 
Having ſuch a lively apprehenſion of the worth of 
theſe things, we ſhall not look upon them as a task 
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and impoſition upon us, but do them with delight 


as things that are moſt ſuitable and agreeable to 
us. 


4. Read, fiudy, and in all things conſult the Word of 
God, to regulate your doings to God, and dealings with- 
Men. This written Word is the Revealed Will of 
God. This ſhews- us all things we are commanded, 
and all weare forbidden. This Word is able to make » Tim. 3+ 
the Man of God perfett, throughly furniſh'd unto all good "" 
works. And what can more comment it to us to be 
the Book. of our daily Converſe and Meditation 2 I 
don't wonder that David ſpeaks fo much in the praiſe 
and commendation of it, when he declares it was a 
Lamp unto his feet, and a Light unto his path. Whether Pal. 119 
it were night or day with him, whatever ſtate of **5 
Life he paſs'd through, the Word of God was his 
Rule, his Counſellor, that never fail'd him, and ne- 
ver miſled him. How much is it then our wiſdonr 
to have a conſtant Regard to this Word, to ſee that 
warranting our actions, guiding us in our diffcul- 
ties, and reclaiming us when we go aſtray, Such 
is the Promiſe for our direction, conſulting with : 
the Word, and ſeeking God to enable us by his - 
Spirit to underſtand it, Iſa. 30. 21. Thine Ears ſhall - 
hear a- word behind thee, ſaying, This 1s the way walk 


ye init, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye 
turn to the left. 


5. Awe your hearts with the Authority of God in his 
Commazds, when Temptations would bribe your Aﬀettions 
to turn out of the path of Luty. We need ſomething 
to check thote inclinations there are in us to comply 
with Temptations, which thoſe that- are ingag'd in 
a courſe of Obedience are wont to meet with : - And - 


ee 
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nothing ſo effectual to that] purpoſe, : as to conſider 
that the Lord who hath ſhewed us where our duty 
lies, has alſo Reguir d that we ſhould walk therein. 
That his Precepts are not only Counſels, but Com- 
mands, which we cannot violate, without being 
guilty of a high Contempr of God, and expoſing our 
ſelves to his diſpleaſure. If the Charge of an Earth- 
ly Superiour has ſo mnch force, as to reſtrain Men 
from thoſe things that their Narural Appetites in- 
cline them to, ( as the Rechabites, who would not 
drink Wine, becauſe their Father had commanded 
them to forbear ;) how much more ſhould the © om- 
mand of the Great God of Heaven and Earth influ- 
ence us to a vigorou: Reliftance of all thoſe Temp- 
tations, that would divert us from our Duty to 
Him ? 'Tis enough to oppoſe and ſilence any Temp- 
tation when we are in the way of our Duty, to 
charge our ſelves with this, that God has commanded 
as to keep his Precepts diligently. 


6. And laſtly; Take heed and beware of Coveton/- 
neſs, which 1s that Emil in the heart, from whence 
Temptations ordinarily do proceed, or which they ſtrive 
to work upon, to turn us afide from doing juſtly, loving 
mercy, and walking humbly with God, Wholoever 1n- 
dulges this Evil in himſelf, and is govera'd more 
by a worldly Intereſt, than the Concernments of 
God's (:lory, his own preſent Peace, and Eternal 
Happineſs, will often halt in rhe practice of theſe 
things. Opportunities to be unjuſt and unmerciful, 


when they preſent, will inflame his Luſt, and cauſe 


him to break with God. Pray that ©o0d would 
mortifie this Evil in your heart. Arm your ſelf 
with all the conſiderations of the vanity and inſuff- 


ciency that there is in the greateſt worldly affluence 


to 
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to make you happy, and eſpecially think often of 

that mortifying Queſtion that our Lord and Saviour 

has put to us; Matth. 16. 26. What ts a man profited 

7f he ſhall gain the whole World, and loſe his own Soul ? 

Or what ſhall a man give in exchauge for his Soul> No 

gains of Unrighteouſneſs can countervail the loſs of 

the Soul. Wherefore knowing the terrour of the Loyd, 2 Cor.g-r 
let us take heed that we be not overcome by this 
Secret Evil in our own boſom. Mortife the Love 

of the World in you; and fet up the Love of God 

as the Ruling and Governing Principle in all your 


actions, 


THE END: - 
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